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THE GREENE TURTLE OPENS IN CHESAPEAKE, VIRGINIA

7,300-Square-Foot Sports Bar & Grille Debuts in The Greenbrier Mall, Offering Comfort Food, A Relaxed Bar Scene, Big-Screen Televised Sports and Family-Friendly Dining
CHESAPEAKE, Va., (June 28, 2010) – There was loud cheering coming from the Greenbrier Mall last Wednesday, and it wasn’t just from those assembled to support their favorite World Cup teams. Sports enthusiasts, families with kids and comfort food fans alike gathered to celebrate the Grand Opening of a new Greene Turtle restaurant here, the third overall Virginia-based location and second franchise to open in the state this past year. Franchisees Kristen and Miguel Pagano relocated to the Chesapeake area from Florida to operate the restaurant, and plan to open at least one other in the area in the future.

The restaurant, which employs a staff of 82 and can seat more than 200 customers, began welcoming guests at 2:30 p.m. on June 23 and remained open until 2 a.m.  It kept the same hours Thursday and Friday, and then began normal operating hours of 11 a.m. through 2 a.m. daily this past weekend.

“We’re so excited to have begun welcoming guests to our new restaurant,” says Kristen Pagano. “The Greene Turtle’s corporate offices and The Greenbrier Mall have been very helpful as we’ve prepared for this day, and we’ve had an increasingly strong show of interest from those walking past the location and others who have contacted us online. Now we can let them come in and dine with us, meet with friends and join others in rooting for their favorite teams.”
Known throughout the mid-Atlantic region and beyond for its comfortable sports-themed atmosphere, big-screen-TV sports broadcasts, live entertainment and family-friendly accommodations, the Greene Turtle serves up a menu abundant in popular comfort foods including filling appetizers, salads, sandwiches and a wide range of burger varieties. Daily, weekly and monthly food and beverage specials make an afternoon or evening out not only enjoyable but affordable whether you’re meeting up with friends or coworkers, gathering to watch a favorite team or taking the family out for a meal.

Of the new restaurant’s nearly 7,300 sq. ft. total interior space, about 5,000 sq. ft. have been devoted to customers, including a 1,500-sq.-ft. bar area, a private party/meeting room that can seat 45, and 13 booths outfitted with 20-inch TVs broadcasting family-friendly entertainment. Around the restaurant, 50 big screen TVs overhead offer live sports broadcasts, including the World Cup activity that currently has fans flocking to all 25 Greene Turtle restaurants. A 512-square-foot patio space also is available for outdoor socializing.

The franchisees hosted a reception on the eve of opening the new restaurant. Opening celebrations continued Friday, June 25 with a live on-site radio broadcast of 102.1 FM’s “757 Club,” the popular sports talk program, from 5-7 p.m. The live remote broadcast will be a weekly occurrence.

In addition, the restaurant will be hosting periodic special events for members of its “Mug Club,” a popular feature of each Greene Turtle location through which fans purchase ceramic numbered beer mugs that are then maintained on-site and reserved for their exclusive use. An average of 1,000 devotees have joined Mug Clubs at each Greene Turtle restaurant, and the new Chesapeake site already has sold more than 40 memberships. 

More than 300 fans have also signed up already for The Greene Turtle – Chesapeake’s Facebook page, creating an active online community looking to share feedback and photos of their experiences at the restaurant and keep abreast of upcoming promotions, live events and other on-site activity. At the same time, the Paganos have been reaching out to real-world organizations in the local community, hoping to get a quick start on bringing The Greene Turtle’s tradition of charitable support to the Chesapeake area.

“The Greene Turtle has a longstanding reputation for supporting youth sports throughout the East, and we’re hoping to continue that legacy as we extend the chain into this part of Virginia,” says Kristen Pagano. “We’re also eager to work with local groups or branches of national ones in putting together Funds for Friends events. That program, which has helped raise nearly half a million dollars systemwide, involves donating 10% of our proceeds on a given day to a specific organization in return for that organization urging its members and friends to dine with us on that day.”

For information on the new Chesapeake location, call (757) 361-6854 or visit the restaurant’s listing at http://thegreeneturtle.com/locations.php or its Facebook page. Information on all Greene Turtle locations, its menu, special promotions and franchise opportunities is available at www.thegreeneturtle.com.
About The Greene Turtle and The Greene Turtle Franchising Corp.

First opened in Ocean City, Md., in 1976, The Greene Turtle today covers markets across Maryland and extends into Washington, D.C., Virginia and Delaware. Combining comfort food, a casual atmosphere and a sports bar theme marked by big screen TVs broadcasting local and national events, “The Turtle” has become a popular year-round destination for families and friends of all ages. Franchise opportunities are available throughout the Eastern United States to qualifying investors. For more information, contact Vice President of Franchise Development Tom Finn at (410) 956-1200, ext. 121, or tfinn@thegreeneturtle.com, or visit www.thegreeneturtle.com.
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